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Recently we were given nine diaries written by a Vernon County woman between the
years 1912 and 1951. The diary entries were all written in actual diary books, small books
published just for this purpose, and not in ordinary notebooks or on scraps of paper as is
sometimes the case.

The diaries from the 1910°s and 1920’°s were kept in five-year volumes called “A Line a
Day” books. The Samuel Ward Company of Boston, MA, published these books so that people
could keep “a condensed, comparative record for five years”. The books contain one page for
each day of the year, each page divided into five sections so that you can write on it on that date
for five years in a row.

The preface to each volume states, “You have neither the time nor the inclination,
possibly, to keep a full diary. Suppose, however, out of the multitude of matters that crowd each
day, you jot down in a line or two those most worthy of remembrance. Such a book will be of
the greatest value in after years.”

Mattie Jackson Seiler wrote in these books for most of her life. She was born in 1888 in
Cashton to Mathias and Regine (Hegge) Jackson. Mattie grew up in Westby, and then became a
teacher. She taught music at the Vernon County Normal School in Viroqua until she married
Henry Seiler in 1922. Henry and Mattie lived in Viroqua, where they had a daughter, Maryellen,
and also raised a nephew, Ed Peterson, like a son. Mattie worked as an organist for Immanuel
Lutheran and Main Street (now Good Shepherd) Lutheran Churches in Viroqua for about 40
years.

She wrote in the first two volumes, 1912-1916 and 1917-1921, when she was a young
woman. (We don’t know if Mattie kept a diary before 1912, but it seems likely.) The next
volume, 1922-1926, chronicles the first few years of her marriage.

On their wedding day, November 22, 1922, she wrote, “A perfectly beautiful day for Sy
and me — couldn’t have asked for more ideal November weather. I’m not the least bit nervous
even if [ am to be married! Sy’s mother, sister, and Charlotte came on the South Eastern [train].
Our ceremony was short and simple. Rev. Holum performed it in the Westby Coon Prairie
church at 11:30. He was more nervous than we. He gave a good short sermon. In about 20
minutes it was done.”

There’s a gap after 1926, and then Mattie wrote in one-year volumes for 1935, 1936, and
1937. These diaries were kept in “memo books” or “year books” distributed by local insurance
companies. Her final three books were back to the five-year volumes, with just a small space to
write in available for each day.

Mattie Seiler died January 1, 1953, at age 65. She did not make any diary entries for the
last year of her life, being too ill. Diaries can be a great resource for doing local history, and we
look forward to using these in the future.



