Museum Notes
for the week of August 23 — 29, 2026
by Kristen Parrott, curator

The Vernon County Historical Society’s annual pork chop dinner will be held this
Saturday, August 29, beginning at 4PM. Food will be served until 7PM or until it runs out,
whichever comes first. We usually run out, so plan to come early.

This is a drive-through, carry-out meal. Come to the parking lot of the Vernon County
Museum and History Center at the corner of S. Main and E. South Streets in Viroqua, and drive,
walk, bicycle, or whatever else through the line to pick up your meals, which you can then take
home or elsewhere to eat. Please enter the parking lot through the E. South St. entrance.

The meal consists of a pork chop, which is grilled on-site over charcoal, plus a baked
potato, beans, coleslaw, applesauce, a roll, and a cookie. Much of the food is homemade by our
wonderful volunteers. Delicious!

The cost of each meal is $18. This event is a fundraiser for the historical society, and the
money raised will help us to preserve and promote local history. Come eat for a good cause!

Anyone who remembers raising tobacco will be interested in the new book for sale at the
museum’s gift shop. Wisconsin Tobacco Farming: A History, by Gail Klein, is a slim
paperback that was published earlier this year. The book is filled with photographs, many of
Vernon County scenes. Chapters cover the tobacco boom and decline, the “Norwegian impact”,
the tobacco pool, the tobacco warehouses, and other topics. The book is available in our gift
shop for $24.99.

You can visit the gift shop, and also the exhibits and archives, during our summertime
public hours of Monday through Friday, 11AM to 4PM, and Saturday, 10AM to 2PM. These
hours last through the end of August. Beginning in September, we will be closed on Saturdays
except by appointment. Fall hours will be Monday through Friday, 11AM to 4PM.



